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We exist to fuel

the bold, active life

every dog deserves

OUR MISSION



WHAT YOU WILL LEARN TODAY

> Nutritional Milestones

> Brand Portfolio

> What makes premium pet food superior?

> The essential ingredients

> Nutrition made to order
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NUTRITIONAL MILESTONES
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WHAT MAKES PREMIUM PET FOOD SUPERIOR?

> Science-based

> Fixed formula

> High quality ingredients

> Nutritionally dense

> Tailored for life-stages/lifestyles
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THE ESSENTIAL INGREDIENTS

> Protein

> Carbohydrates

> Fibre

> Fats

> Vitamins, minerals  
   and special nutrients
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AMINO ACIDS

High quality animal proteins include all 
the essential amino acids in their proper 
proportions. Once absorbed during 
digestion, amino acids in the body have 
numerous functions.

> They are the major structural components 
of hair, skin, tendons, ligaments and 
cartilage.

> Proteins play a main role in the body’s 
essential metabolic reactions through 
the production of enzymes and hormones 
(such as insulin and glucagon).

> Additionally, amino acids in the blood 
act as important carrier substances – 
for example, haemoglobin, which carries 
oxygen to tissues.

There are 21 alpha-amino acids found in  
protein chains. Dogs are able to synthesise 11 of 

them. These are called non-essential amino acids. 
The remaining ten - called essential amino acids - 

must be supplied in the dog’s diet.
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High quality animal protein  
helps to maintain body condition 
& healthy muscle mass

High quality, animal-based proteins:

> Provide a full complement of amino    
   acid content and are easily digested

> Provide essential building blocks of  
   the body structure including muscles  
   and skin & coat

> Help promote lean body mass

PROTEIN
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Animal proteins improve  
body composition

Feeding diets with high quality  
animal protein sources have shown  
that it helps to:

> Promote lean body mass

> Reduce body fat mass

Animal protein sourced diets may also 
improve some age-related changes in 
skeletal muscle in senior dogs
  

PROTEIN
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Tailored carbohydrates
> Regulate blood glucose (Glycaemic Index)

> Blood glucose response impacts pets  
overall energy levels

> It is important that the carbohydrate 
matches the needs of the animal

> Carbohydrate blends provide optimal 
energy for a specific life-stage and lifestyle 
(puppy, adult, overweight, active)

CARBOHYDRATES

17

Grain sorghum: Grain sorghum, also called milo, is 
cracked, fi nely ground and cooked before it is added 
to dry dog and cat foods. 

Rice Flour: Small kernels of white rice are separated 
from the larger kernels of milled rice, then ground and 

cooked at high temperatures to optimise digestibility.

Wheat: In biscuits, wheat serves as an excellent, 
palatable carbohydrate source and also adds 

a fi rm texture to the biscuit during the baking 
process.

The chart at right shows you the blood 
sugar response of each.

What does it all mean?
Carbohydrates are not all the same. The blood sugar response can impact a pet’s overall energy 
levels and also their predisposition to weight gain. It is important that the carbohydrates in a diet 
match the needs of the animal. 

For example, in a senior pet or one prone to weight gain, the ideal mix is a blend of 
carbohydrates with a lower blood sugar response (such as grain sorghum and barley). In 
these circumstances, carbohydrates with a higher blood sugar response (such as rice) are 
best avoided. 

However, for a more active dog – and not just one on 
the farm, but one that undertakes rigorous exercise – 
carbohydrates with a higher blood sugar response 
are fi ne. They’ll burn the excess off during 
exercise. 
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LOW GI: slower release into blood stream
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In the wild
You might wonder whether carnivores in the wild eat 
any carbohydrate at all. The answer is yes. Most, if not 
all, of their carbohydrate intake is as semi-digested 
material from the gut of their prey. 
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Moderately fermentable fibre
Fibre is needed for healthy 
gastrointestinal function and digestion.

Eukanuba™ diets contain beet pulp, 
a moderately fermentable fibre that 
promotes optimal bacterial flora and 
stool quality

FIBRE

Carbohydrates for fi bre.
For dogs and cats, fi bre has one main purpose – to maintain the health of the digestive tract.

Unlike herbivores like sheep or cattle that use fi bre for energy in their diets, dogs and cats are unable to directly 
digest dietary fi bre (because of the relatively short and simple structure of their intestinal tracts). 

The bacteria found in their intestines, however, is able to break down this fi bre to certain degrees. This bacterial 
fermentation produces short-chain fatty acids (SCFAs). The cells that line the intestinal tract (enterocytes and 

colonocytes) have a high turnover rate and rely on SCFAs as a signifi cant energy source. 

Research has shown that when dogs are fed a diet with a moderately fermentable fi bre they have had 
increased colon weights, mucosal surface area and thickening of the intestinal walls compared to dogs 
fed a non-fermentable fi bre. These changes to the intestinal tract indicate improved absorption capacity 
and overall increased intestinal health. 

The key word here is fermentability: poorly fermentable fi bre does not provide the intestinal cells 
with enough or the right type of SCFAs. Highly fermentable fi bre provides plenty of SCFAs but 
the rapid fermentation can result in fl atulence and digestive upsets. So dogs and cats are best fed 

moderately fermentable fi bre – the right amount of SCFAs and no nasty side effects.

Fibre also provides the bulk to help transport food through the intestines. This is all about solubility. A 
low solubility is going to help promote the right amount of bulk for fi rm stools. High solubility fi bres can 

lead to the stool being loose – and that makes for a very hard backyard pick up.

Whilst type is important, so too is amount. Too much or too little fi bre can cause loose stools, excessive 
stools, and/or fl atulence. The ideal amount of fi bre is between 3% and 7% in the guaranteed analysis (with 

amounts between 5–7% really only seen in hairball diets).

Although fi bre is not considered “essential” to the dog or cat, the benefi ts of including a moderately fermentable 
fi bre source are clear and signifi cant to the overall health of the pet. 

CommerCial aNd iN CoNfideNCe. this material is intended for P&G Pet Care internal training and selected customers only. Not for republication or consumer distribution.
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Prebiotic FOS
(fructooligosaccharides)
> Fibre source which is fermented  

by interstitial bacteria

> Helps promote the growth of  
good bacteria and reduces 
detrimental bacteria

> Promotes overall gastrointestinal 
health

FIBREFIBER TO SUPPORT NORMAL 
GASTROINTESTINAL 
FUNCTION AND DIGESTION

Beet pulp for digestive health

•	 Helps	feed	the	gut	and	improve	the	cell	lining.

•	 Has	been	shown	to	improve	stool	quality.7

•	 Has	been	shown	to	promote	nutrient	absorbtion.8

Special fibers for digestive health.

Good	health	of	a	cat	or	dog	starts	from	the	inside	out.	Feeding	pets	the	
correct	blend	of	fiber	promotes	healthy	intestines	by	providing	nourishment	to	
intestinal	cells.	Healthier	intestines	lead	to	better	nutrient	absorption	resulting	
in	small,	firm	stools	because	more	of	the	nutrition	stays	inside	the	dog.
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Diet	containing	
cellulose	=	
disrupted	

intestinal	cells

Diet	containing		
beet	pulp	
=	normal	

intestinal	cells

Beet Pulp Poorly	
fermentable		

fiber

A study of the effect of beet pulp and cellulose on the intestine9

3

Not just food. Nutrition for life.

FOS – Prebiotic for gut health

•	 Feeding	a	diet	with	prebiotic,	like	Fructooligosacchrides	(FOS)	promotes	
the	growth	of	healthy	gut	bacteria.

•	 By	acting	as	food	for	the	“good	bacteria”	they	can	grow	in	number		
and	crowd	out	the	“bad	bacteria”.	

3

FOS

BEET PULP

BEET PULP

FOS

BEET PULP

FOS

Soy	Hulls
(Cellulose)

FPO
Moderately		
fermentable		

fiber
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Fats
> Twice the energy than protein  

or carbohydrates

> Carry fat-soluble vitamins (A,D,E,K)

> Palatability

> Omega 6:3 essential fatty acids

> DHA (docosahexaenoic acid)

FATS
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Omega-6:Omega-3  
Fatty Acids
> Fish oils provide essential fatty acids

> Optimal 5-10:1 ratio of  
Omega 6:3 oils1

FATS

Reduces skin flaking and promotes a healthy skin and shiny coat

1. MARS Petcare – data on file

Diet without omega 6:3 balance

Diet with omega 6:3 balance
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Docosahexaenoic 
(DHA)
> DHA is clinically proven to support 

smarter, more trainable puppies

> An enhanced dietary level of DHA 
strengthens brain development

> Puppies become smarter and  
more trainable

FATS
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> 80% of pets will show signs of dental 
disease at approximately two years of age

> Proper dental care can help support  
a healthy active life

> Eukanuba™ dry diets provide  
a crunchy S shaped kibble to scrape  
away deposits on the tooth

> Kibble coated with polyphosphates  
can work in between meals to reduce 
tartar build up

DENTAL CARE

49

adult

A dog is classified as an adult once it has reached its growth peak. From this point on, a dog needs less energy (or 
calories) than a growing puppy. Nutrition becomes focused on ensuring energy levels are met, and on maintaining 
and repairing body tissue. 

Balanced nutrition is critical at this life stage; the ideal levels of proteins, fats, carbohydrates, and fibre on a daily 
basis will help an adult dog live a healthy life. This is the stage that can last the longest in a pet’s life. Good 

nutrition is just as important now as it is in the puppy life stage. 

Feeding amounts for adult dogs should be based on the animal’s size and energy output.

Dental health
Oral health disease affects up to 
80% of dogs over three years of 
age. Poor oral health is one of 
the most common medical issues 
observed by veterinarians and can 
contribute to more serious problems 
like gum disease, tooth loss, and 
possibly even heart and kidney 
issues. Providing a dry kibble diet 
with a special phosphorous coating 
can help reduce tartar buildup by 
up to 55%. 

Skin and coat
A dog’s skin and coat is a great 
indicator of its inner health. To 
maintain a healthy skin and coat an 
adult dog can benefit from a proper 
balance of omega fatty acids and 
a high-quality, animal-based protein 
diet. Approximately one-third of a 
dog’s daily protein intake is used to 
support his coat. 

step 1 – during meal: Crunchy kibble helps 
to scrape away deposits from the tooth.

step 2 – after meal: Special minerals 
(polyphosphates) help to keep tartar-forming 
materials from depositing on the tooth.

the dual-action dentalCare system works during  
and after the meal to reduce tartar build-up

Nourishing the skin & coat

omega-6 
& omega-3
(5–10:1 ratio)

sebaceous  
Gland

Hair muscle

sweat Gland

CommerCial aNd iN CoNfideNCe. this material is intended for P&G Pet Care internal training and selected customers only. Not for republication or consumer distribution.
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Formulas with enhanced antioxidants like 
vitamin E, beta carotene can:

> Help support the immune response  
in dogs of all ages

> Helps to reduce oxidative stress caused 
by free radical particles at the cellular level

IMMUNE HEALTH

*Smith BHE, Devlin P. Enhancing puppy immune response through diet.  
WALTHAM Focus. 2000; 10 (4):32-33.

Antioxidants optimise the  
immune system response  
in healthy puppies*
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> Large and giant breed dogs are prone 
to bone and joint issues

> Large breed puppies need lower calcium and 
phosphorous for strong bone development

BONE & JOINT CARE

Pfizer Animal Health, 1996

% of Dogs  
with Osteoarthritis  
- By Age 

% of Dogs  
with Osteoarthritis  

- By Size

Dog rescued at 
8 weeks of age. 
Fed a complete 
diet and calcium 
supplement

24 weeks of age.  
Taken off Ca supplement. 
Fed Eukanuba™  
Puppy Large Breed Only
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> Glucosamine and Chondroitin Sulphate 
promote healthy joint development & 
minimise further wear and tear of joints in 
large breed and senior pets

> Omega-3 fatty acids in the appropriate 
ratio will also help decrease the degree of 
inflammation in the joints

BONE & JOINT CARE

43

 Big

Large breeds – 25 kilograms to 40 kilograms at maturity 
Giant breeds – Over 40 kilograms at maturity.

Examples: Boxer, Bullmastiff, Collie, Doberman, German 
Shepherd, German Shorthair Pointer, Golden Retriever, 
Great Dane, Labrador Retriever, Rhodesian Ridgeback, 
Rottweiler and Weimaraner.

Large and giant breeds grow faster and, because of their 
size, there’s greater pressure on their developing bones 
and joints. They are particularly prone to joint issues 
before they reach maturity, and the role nutrition can play 

in alleviating this should not be under-estimated.

A diet containing high-quality animal-based proteins is essential 
for the development of strong, lean muscle mass that helps support 

their joints. Large breed dogs may also benefit from ingredients that 
provide cartilage building blocks, such as glucosamine and chondroitin 

sulphate, to help with the development and maintenance of healthy joints.

Because of their growth rate, large 
breeds should be fed as puppies for 
longer (up until 18 months for large 
breeds or 24 months for giant breeds). 
And they become seniors more quickly. 
They need to begin senior nutritional 
support at a younger age, normally 
around six years old (or five for a giant 
breed).

in between

Medium Breeds – 10 kilograms to 25 
kilograms at maturity

Examples: Australian Kelpie, Border Collie, Cocker Spaniel, Beagle, Australian Cattle Dog,  
Siberian Husky, Dalmatian, Staffordshire Bull Terrier, Shar Pei, Welsh Corgi and British Bulldog. 

Most mixed breed dogs fall into the medium category. 

Not surprisingly, they tend to have a blend of the needs of small and large breed dogs. At the lower end 
of the weight spectrum they’ll share the characteristics of small breeds. Those closer to the 25kg mark will be 

more similar to large dogs. Medium-sized breed customised diets will allow for their comparable metabolic rate.

As with all breeds, the important thing is to make sure you make the switch from puppy to adult and adult to senior 
at the appropriate ages. Medium breeds reach maturity at 12 months and become seniors at seven years.

CommerCial aNd iN CoNfideNCe. this material is intended for P&G Pet Care internal training and selected customers only. Not for republication or consumer distribution.
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> L–carnitine - Amino acid derivative

> Works at cellular level by transporting  
fatty acids into mitochondria  
(the powerhouse of the cell)

> L-carnitine combined with high quality animal 
proteins help to facilitate the oxidation of fat 
and promote weight loss in overweight pets 
while maintaining lean muscle mass

WEIGHT CONTROL

L-Carnitine promotes healthy lean muscle

+

L-Carnitine helps convert  
fat into useable energy



NUTRITION MADE TO ORDER

1. Age

2. Size

3. Activity

4. Sensitivity

5. Breed

Premium Nutrition 
Tailored in 5 Ways

20



NUTRITION MADE TO ORDER

Eukanuba™ provides the ideal composition  
of proteins, fibre, fats and carbohydrates to 
suit the age of the pet 

> PUPPY 

> ADULT 

> SENIOR

1. Age

21



NUTRITION MADE TO ORDER

> PUPPY

Puppies have specific needs that  
MUST be met for proper development 
into adulthood:

• Higher energy requirements  
(two to three times) for growth

• Additional nutrients for key systems  
that are developing (e.g. brain and 
immune system)

• Tailored nutrition and kibble size  
for breed differences in dogs

1. Age

22
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> PUPPY

Supplemented DHA is clinically  
proven to make a puppy smarter  
and more trainable:

• Brain and nervous system  
are 60% fat

• DHA is the most abundant fat in the 
brain. Increasing DHA can improve brain 
development

• A smarter, more trainable puppy is more 
likely to adjust into the family home, 
resulting in fewer abandoned dogs

1. Age
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> ADULT

Balanced nutrition is critical at  
this stage to help an adult dog  
live a healthy life

• Optimal nutrition

• Maintaining dental heath

• Nourishing the skin and coat

1. Age

24



NUTRITION MADE TO ORDER

1. Age
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> SENIOR

As pets grow old they may:
•  Experience changes in weight

•  Have reduced immune system protection

•  Encounter trouble chewing some foods

•  Become stiff, begin to limp or just appear  
less active

 SMALL BREED DOGS  7 YEARS
 MEDIUM BREED DOGS  7 YEARS
 LARGE BREED DOGS  6 YEARS
 GIANT BREED DOGS  5 YEARS

Prevention is the key to a long and happy life.  
Start feeding as a senior before they start  
looking like one.
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> SENIOR

What happens when a pet ages?

•  Lean body composition changes.  
Pets lose lean muscle mass and gain body fat 
- Increase animal protein level and  
   decrease fat consumption

•  Immune system declines 
- Guaranteed antioxidants support immune   
   response and helps protect against  
   disease and infection

•  Dental issues arise, difficulty chewing 
some foods 
- Easy to chew kibble with calclium chelators   
   for tartar reduction

1. Age

26

Tartar build up can  
lead to serious 
problems over time
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Different sized dogs have  
different nutritional needs:

> Energy (fats and protein) 
  – Small breed puppies - higher   
  amounts to match their higher  
  metabolic rate

> Calcium and Phosphorus: 
 – Large breed puppies need lower  
  levels for strong bone development

> Small vs Large Mouth: 
 – Kibble size is important especially for  
  fussy small breeds

2. Size

27
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> WEIGHT CONTROL

Obesity comes with several risk factors:

  • Diabetes

  • Cardiavascular complications

  • Osteoarthritis

  • Reduced activity

  • An ideal weight is essential for  
      long term health

3. Activity

28

41% of dogs are overweight

A little weight gain is a lot: 
1kg for a dog = 8kg for us

There are simple body observations to 
determine if your pet is overweight
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> WEIGHT CONTROL

Ideal weight loss is 1-2% per week

•  In a 10kg dog this could be as little as 100g

• Ideal weight could take a few months

• How can you help a pet lose weight? 
 -  Exercise 
 -  Calorie controlled nutrition 
 -  Regular consultations with your  
  veterinarian to monitor progress

3. Activity

29

Retriever at start of Study 
BCS 4.5

WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN A WEIGHT LOSS DIET

Retriever after 6 months 
BCS 3

Features

Low fat

Optimal fibre

Tailored carbohydtrate

Vitamins and L-Carnitine

Benefits

Reduce calorie intake

Promote intestinal health

Sustained energy

Assist in weight loss

Puffed kibble is a great way  
to achieve weight loss. 

Low caloric density and it  
looks like more in the bowl.
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> PERFORMANCE

Working dogs are athletes and their 
nutrition should be tailored accordingly:

• High protein - to support rapid repair  
 post injury

• High quality fat - for endurance

• Moderate carbs - for sprints

• Overall health support - to keep  
   them working

3. Activity

30
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> FUELS FOR ACTIVITY
Although they need to be fed like athletes, their 
nutritional needs differ to those of humans. 

Muscles rely on available sources of energy to  

fuel metabolism, carbohydrates provide glucose 

for aerobic and anaerobic metabolism, with fats 

or protein fueling aerobic metabolism. 

Initial bursts of energy for dogs are generally 

supplied by carbohydrates however the duration 

of this energy supply is short and often measured 

in seconds. Fat metabolism provides fuel for 

prolonged or endurance exercise. 

3. Activity

31

HUMANS

DOGS



WET FOOD

> Wet food is often fed to improve  
a dog’s enjoyment and to provide  
variety in feeding

> Wet food is a strength of Grocery  
and drives frequency: 

   • Penetration of households: 
 SPT 12.6% vs. Grocery 59.4%* 

   • Wet sales: 
 SPT <10% vs. Grocery 55%

#

*TNS Pet Population & Demographics Study # Nielsen Scan Data

32



TREATS

When to use them

> 97% of pet owners give their dogs treats

> The most common reason is to express 
love and praise

> 20% of pet owners admit to giving their 
pet the same treat they indulge in

> Treats can be beneficial - training or 
rewards for good behavior

> Should be used sparingly to avoid  
weight gain

Too much of a good thing
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A little treat is a big treat: 

1 bacon slice for a dog  

= 13 slices of bacon for us!


